Chapter 1.1 - Rationalizing Denominators

Irrational numbers should be expressed with a rational denominator.  We commonly deal with this issue in the case of radical expressions.
If there is one term in the denominator, then we simplify by multiplying the numerator and denominator by the irrational factor of the denominator (multiply by 1)

Examples:  Rationalize the denominator of each of the following expressions
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	do d) two ways, one with the numbers getting bigger and one with the numbers getting smaller.




When the denominator of a radical expression is a two-term expression, multiply numerator and denominator by the conjugate of the denominator.
  Then, simplify.
Examples:  Rationalize the denominator of each of the following expressions.
a)
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Example:  Rationalize the numerator of the expression  
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Factoring Review

Factor each of the following expressions

a)
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� The conjugate of   � EMBED Equation.3  ���   is    � EMBED Equation.3  ���.





[image: image13.wmf]b

a

+

[image: image14.wmf]b

a

-

_1324724955.unknown

_1325308020.unknown

_1325308104.unknown

_1326029432.unknown

_1325308188.unknown

_1325308053.unknown

_1325307721.unknown

_1325307812.unknown

_1324725033.unknown

_1324725155.unknown

_1324724060.unknown

_1324724098.unknown

_1324724688.unknown

_1324723960.unknown

